American History

Social Studies
Joplin High School

Syllabus and Expectations

Course Description:  

This course covers U.S. history from Colonial times to Modern Day with an emphasis on post Civil War and a focus on social, political, cultural, technological, and economic development of the United States. 
Prerequisites: 

World Geography

World History

Instructional Philosophy/Rationale:

We want to instill a sense of U.S. History so as to make it relevant to students and to encourage student responsibility and ownership of learning and an understanding of their place in American History. 
Major Course Goals:

Unit 1. American Independence

Unit 2. Sectionalism

Unit 3. Taming the West

Unit 4. The Gilded Age

Unit 5 The Progressive/Populist Movement

Unit 6. Great Depression/World War II

Unit 7. America's "Dark Ages"



Major Course Objectives:  

History is not simply memorizing dates, names, deeds, and places.  It is the exploration of human inter-relationships and humanity's struggle with nature.  Your objective is to be better prepared to positiviely influence our world and perhaps avoid some crisis. You will therefore need to gain two things: significant understanding of the people ideas, movements, and institutions which shaped U.S. History, and a desire to ask future questions regarding the past of our country.  Those who do not learn from the past are condemned to repeat it. 
Major Course Projects, Instructional Activities, and Course Assessments:

Unit Exams

4 Quarter Common Assessments

End of Course Exam

Participation and attendance:

Participation and attendance in class is required, and important for students to meet all the goals and objectives of the class as well as acquire a passing grade.  Participation will count as 10% of the final semester grade. 
Classroom Expectations:

1. Be in class everyday, on time, and prepared.

2. Be attentive.

3. Complete all assignments on time to the best of your ability.

4. Participate in class.

5. Ask questions if you need help or don't understand. 

 

Hall Passes:

     
Late work/Make-up work:

All JHS students shall receive some measure of credit for any legitimate work turned in, using the following guidelines:

      A. General Assignments:

          1. Handed in on time: up to full credit (actual grade the discretion of instructor)

          2. Handed in late but within 2 weeks: 60%- 90%

          3. After 2 weeks: 25%-60%

      B. Authorized Absences - same as above

      C. Suspension or ISD work - maximum grade of 70%

All late work will be graded by the instructor to provide feedback to the student. A percentage stated above will be given based on work that is correct. 



Food and Drinks:

Food and drink privileges may vary per teacher, but the JHS Student Handbook allows food and drink only in the cafeteria.

Electronic Devices:

No electronic devices per the JHS Student Handbook.

Grading Scale:

90-100% - A

80-89% - B

70-79% - C

60- 69% -D

0-59% - F

Tutoring/Extra Help:

see the Social Studies tutoring schedule
Teacher contact:

Room 804 before or after school
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